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rattled." He said that the Germans were generally ready enough to
lie if ever there was an occasion for lying, and surely the occasion
was this. Their acknowledgment of the plot could only be explained
by a fit of anger because it was so stupid. He said that the state of
feeling in America was very violent, and he himself was overjoyed
at the thought that America would no longer be able to stand out
of the war.
Mar. n. We dined to-night with the Akers-Douglases. He told us
that sugar was nearly exhausted and that we should soon have to
depend entirely upon certain ships getting safely through from Cuba.
The Dutch want coal very badly, and the Germans told them they
could have some if they sent their lorries over the frontier to fetch it.
But the Dutch, knowing how short the Germans are of rolling stock
and that they have no grease for axles and bearings, will not do this
for fear of not getting their trucks back.
Mar. 12. Mr. Dresel, the United States Commissioner attached to
American Embassy at Berlin, who left Berlin with Mr. Gerard,
Ambassador, came to see me and told me that he had noticed a strong
tendency in Germany lately to release Jewish civil prisoners, and that
he distrusted many of them, as they are " in " with the Germans.
He said further that the Germans were very short of steel and of
wire, particularly telephone wire, an officer having told him that
when shellfire cut wire there was none to replace it, and the unit
was isolated. This may account for some of the surrenders. The
German rolling stock is in very bad way owing to the absence of
grease. He describes the depression in Berlin in the most vivid colours.
The papers go on prating about the submarine war, but the people
are quite apathetic. He thinks this is largely due to underfeeding.
There is great difficulty with munition workers, both in supplying
them with raw material and in keeping them contented. He says that
there has been a notable decline in morale during the last fortnight.
The vast majority of the people want peace at any price. The Turkish
army has been cut off by the capture of Bagdad, and it will now
have to retreat via Mosul, two hundred miles north of Bagdad.
Mar. 23.  I returned from my week's visit to the front.  One of the
destroyers escorting the mail boat was blown up by a mine.  All I